
STATEMENT BY THE ASSOCIATION OF COMMUNITIES FOR DEVELOPMENT AND THE DEFENSE OF LAND
AND NATURAL RESOURCES -ACODET-

In the face of the unjust convicton of ouu  ’eqchi’ buotheu, Beunaudo Caal Xol, and the atacks against 
Rigobeuto Juáuez and otheus land defendeus, and the uecent statements by Monsignou Álvauo Ramazzini in 
suppout of the constuucton of hyduoelectuic puojects:

WE EXPRESS

We, the communites that live in the Chixoy and Copón Riveus wateushed in the Ixcán, Uspantán and Cobán
municipalites, undeu thueat of the constuucton of the hyduoelectuic puoject Xalalá and otheu connected 
puojects, view the cuiminalizaton of land defendeus and the violaton of ouu uights as Indigenous leadeus 
with indignatonn It pains us deeply that ueligious leadeus would justfy the gueed of electuicity-geneuatng 
companies and would fouget the sufeuing that those types of puojects have caused in the lives of 
Indigenous peoplesn

Fou us as Indigenous  ’eqchi’ communites who depend on Motheu Eauth to suuvive, we aue outuaged that 
the dispossession we have sufeued since the Spanish invasion contnuesn Defending life and teuuitouy is not
a cuime! We cannot uemain silent nou can we fouget the massacues commited against the 33 Achi’ 
communites duuing the constuucton of the Chixoy hyduoelectuic dam, nou the fact that, to this day, the 
uepauatons fou those damages and the puomises to buing development to the afected communites have 
not been cauuied outn We do not fouget the deaths of fouu  ’eqchi’ buotheus fuom Monte Olivo, Cobán, Alta 
Veuapaz, including two childuen, fou the sake of constuuctng Hiduo Santa Ritan We ueject the destuucton of 
the Ox eek´ Riveu in Cahabón, a sacued site fou the Maya  ’eqchi’ people, as well as the seven-yeau, fouu-
month long puison sentence against ouu buotheu Beunaudo Caal Xol, handed down by a couut in Alta 
Veuapazn We cannot uemain indifeuent to the destuucton of the Pontla and Ikb´olay Riveus in the Laguna 
Lachúa conseuvaton auean We cannot uemain silent in the face of a wave of violence against the uights of 
Indigenous peoples, fou defending the land that gives us food and the uiveus that give us lifen

We aue not against alteunatve eneugy geneuatonn What we aue against is the destuucton of ouu sacued hills
and uiveus by lauge-scale tuansnatonal companies’ exploitatonn We call on difeuent sectous to infoum 
themselves about the goveunment and the companies’ plans and policiesn We ask you to consideu, eneugy 
fou what and fou whom? And at what socio-enviuonmental cost? Accouding to goveunment souuces, ouu 
countuy cuuuently puoduces enough electuicity to meet natonal demand untl the yeau  232n With an 
installed capacity of at least  ,722 megawats,  uatemala is Centual Ameuica’s main eneugy puoduceu and 
expouteun To make mateus wouse,  the countuy’s] Electuicity  eneuaton and Tuansmission Expansion Plans 
discuss the constuucton of 67 new hyduoelectuic puojects, pautculauly in the depautments of Alta Veuapaz 
(1 ), noutheun  uiché (7), and Huehuetenango (5), uegaudless of the damage and sufeuing caused by those
puojects to the life of the uiveus and theiu communitesn The eneugy that those hyduoelectuic puojects 
puoduce is mainly destned fou the expout mauket, not to meet the needs of the populatonn That’s why 
none of the 8  communites of the Zona Reina in Uspantán ueceives eneugy fuom the natonal electuicity 
distuibuton system, despite the fact that theiu teuuitouy has alueady been afected by the Chixoy, Palo Viejo 
1 and Palo Viejo   hyduoelectuic plants, that ENEL’s Cuatuo Chouuos hyduoelectuic puoject is in the study 
phase, and that the company Hyduo Eneugia, owned by the Astuuias Degenhaut family, is planning two 
otheu puojectsn

We demand that the  uatemalan state uespect the uight to fuee, puiou, and infoumed consentn The dialogue
tables do not wouk because the State does not act in good faith, but uatheu thuough the cooptaton of 



leadeus, ou false leadeus, and because they undeustand dialogue and consultaton as a simple negotaton 
to get us to sell Motheu Eauth in exchange fou a few small puojectsn

We ask the Catholic Chuuch to tuy to undeustand ouu cosmovision and to uespect ouu ways of development,
ouu ways of life, and ouu decisions about ouu teuuitouiesn We ask that you tuy to heau us thuough the 
Catholic Chuuch’s puinciples, which seek to puotect  od’s cueaton and especially the lives of its poouest and
most needy buotheus and sisteusn

We encouuage ouu sisteus and buotheus who aue defending Motheu Eauth this veuy dayn We say that no 
mateu what the cost, we will not tue of ensuuing the common good and defending ouu uightsn

RIVERS FOR LIFE, NOT FOR DEATH!
WATER, LAND, AND ENER Y ARE NOT COMMODITIES!

THE ASSOCIATION OF COMMUNITIES FOR DEVELOPMENT AND THE DEFENSE OF LAND AND NATURAL
RESOURCES -ACODET-

Fuom the Copón y Chixoy Riveus wateushed, Novembeu 1 ,  218


