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RTH NG THE TRUTH b\,

WITNESS TO A MASSACRE

Testimony of Juan Balthazar* by Rachel Holder

[ had a dream on that Saturday
night [the night before the massacre]
that the Army would come to Cuarto
Pueblo. The dream told me I had to go
to into the town center the next day. I
got up at 5:00 am on Sunday to go to the

market because I wanted to buy some
chicle to bind a wound on my daughter's

arm. G .
While I was in the market place

later in the morning a blue and white
helicopter appeared from the direction

of the Mexicanborder and circled over-
head four times. Then somebody, who
was cleaning the undergrowth on a hill
near the Evangelical church, shouted
"Let's get out of here!" They could see
the soldiers coming.

The Army arrived first from the

direction of the airstrip and entered the
marketplace. Santos Velasquez, amil-
itary commissioner from Centro
Maraviles, told everyone not to worry
and said, "I'm a commuissioner, it's OK.
Noonewill gethurt.” I wassitting three

meters from him when he said this. Igot-
up and went to the market place to see

where the Army was coming from.

Some soldiers were surrounding the

evangelical church on the hill by the

airstrip and concealing themselves in

the cornfields so that they could stop
people trying to escape.

The soldiers in the market place
were shooting indiscriminately at men,
women, and children. The lieutenant
shouted at them not to kill the women,
just the men. They killed the old people
first. The soldiers said, "You can't
enjoy old people, they're no good for
anything."

Some women had managed to get
out of the market place and were run—

ning. Their skirts had fallen off and
they were naked, but no one was think-
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ing of looking at them. They didn't
escape because the Army came from
the other directionand surrounded them.

A soldier shot at me and the bullet

‘went through my shirt but they didn't

kill me. I threw myself on the ground
and pretended to be dead. There was
nowhere to hide because there was only

‘tree cover on one side of the market

place and the soldiers were standing
around on all sides with their guns.
They posted a soldier atevery entrance.

I lay on my back in the market
place all day. Soldiers were walking
over me, and I could see their fierce
faces. There were two or three dead

people lying on either side of me, one of

them the son of a woman I knew.
When the shooting started, about
15 women had stayed hidden in their

shop in the cooperative. But the Army
found them and took them to the school,
where they locked them up. One of the

women, Argentina, could speak Span-

ish. She wouldn't give her son to the

Army and had him clasped to her chest,
saying "First me, then my son." They
took him away at night. ‘

They had locked the women in the

school. There were five soldiers for
every two women. I heard the lieuten—
ant tell them that in [the nearby com-

- munity of] Pueblo Nuevo there would

be a woman for every soldier, but in
Cuarto Pueblo there were not enough.
There were soldiers at every entrance to
the school guarding them. They raped
the women that night and every night

after. I could hear the women crying,

and saying, "We are going to die now.

They killed Mana and we are going die

with her." .

I hid under a trunk near the evan-
gelical church. Ants were crawling all
over and biting my face. I thought the
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Army would go away at night and I
could escape, but I had to stay there for
three nights, with a guard soldxer stand-
ing near me.

After the killing on Sunday, the
Army ate biscuits from the cooperative.
(There was a lot of good food in the
cooperative.) They had not yet done
anything with the dead. There were
bodies strewn all around on the ground.
They killed more than 300 people that
day. At around 4:00 p.m. they began to
collect all the bodies. They used a
board for carrying them, and made a
pile in the center of the market.

A helicopter arrived with gas from
Playa Grande [military base] and they
threw it over the bodies in the market
place and also in the shop and the car-
damom dryer. Then they brought sticks
of wood and threw them on as well.

They said they were going tomake
sure the guerrillas burned. At 5:00 p.m.
they started to burn everything; the fire
in the market place was 20 meters high.
I could smell the burning flesh. They
also burnt people in the church. ‘

Some of the children were still
alive. They were crying. The soldiers
taped their noses and mouthsand doused
them with gas. Then they threw them in
the fire. They picked up babies by their
legs and started to smash them on the
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concrete posts of the cardamom dryer .
_The soldiers didn’t want to do that but
they were forced to by the commander '
~ Later they killed a cow and each
;f-_“[soldrer had a chunk of meat
g_'cooked it in the fire. ~ 4
~ OnMonday and Tuesday theytook
f’f.~f5."_ff'7cardamom clothes, jars, machetes,
~ money--everything from the cooper-
~ ative. They emptied the warehouse and
 loaded up a plane. to take it away. 1
- could see them as they did it because I
~ was up by the church and could see
}t.,};down onto the airstrip. /.4 s
 The soldiers asked the heutenant
71f they could have the ‘women. The
‘_1,_;]heutenant saxd, “On the I7th we’re go-
_ ing to leave.
"'_'.__women on the 16th we can’t take them
- with us. One soldier said he wanted to
take the women wrth hun because they
- were pr etty.
‘-‘Kakchzquel but I could understand a
/bit> The lieutenant told him off for*"‘?ﬁt-; '.
Speak;nlgl alnlly,lntlsrrenedclli;rsl?:’feiallfgoaf(i)ﬁ‘ Juan Balthazar is referred to in chardo -
.~ my boots and held them in my teeth. -
7 fAnd I crawled through the undergrowth
It was mghttnne Some of the soldiers
/ -heard me and asked each other what
 was makmg that noise. They thought I- '
_'was an animal eating bananas. I arrived
: -at the path near the evangehcal church

We must krll all the

" He was: speaktng

ﬁ'agm en ts '

Berrzgan
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and I slcpt m the Iot that belougcd to
‘Don Vctor - Afte or that 1 ‘went to’ the
houses to see rf I could ﬁnd any people
- but there was no one there | stayed
there for 4-5. days Then [ walked to
Mexrco to search for my fanuly

- On the way to Mexrco T walked

throu gh Nueva C oncepcién. I thought
af would be able to get corn from the
ﬁeld because I knew there was little
corn in Mexrco 1 arrrved there at 8:00

It was ﬁve or six days after their
massacre SO the dogs and cats were
eatmg the rematns I dldn t fmd anyone

When I got to Mexrco people saw
me and asked what had happened be-
~cause my face was black with bites
from ants and mosqurtoes There wasn’t
any food or work in Meruco and I thought

my famlly was dead Then the Army
_and govemment of Mexrco came and

asked me ‘the story of what had hap- ;

pened They took metoa refugee camp.
Six days later 1 found my fanuly--I
orred when I saw that they were alive.

I wasn 't aﬁ'ald to come back be- ‘

cause I heard on the radio that the war
- was over and the Army is not going to
kﬂl anyone now. But I know the Army
is still all around us We re all strll
afrard L
We cannot forget what happened
If we Just leave 1t, our children will

never know When Rros Montt came ,

“into power that is when people beganto

dre ‘We have to be ready to stop it from '

happenmg agam

 Falla’s Massacres in the Jungle as his

prmczpal witness. He returned to Cuarto
- Pueblo with the first group Ofreturn vos .

in May 1 994. He lives on his own in a

tmy hut in the settlement, without his wzfe'-
‘or children—-who all preferred to stay in

Mexrco He gave this testimony during
an mtervzew in 0ctober 1 994 |

I went to the ‘Centro Maravrlla

massacre after which thg

the dry season(October-Apnl) be-
cause daguy rains can make the work
next t6 impossible/ The duration of
the’dig is anywhgre from a few days
to, more likely/ a few months.

The EAFG spends the entire
day digging/and sifting through dirt
and rock, fecovering and catalogu-
ing boney, other bodily remains and
evidencg. Surviving family and com-
munity/members are ustally present,
and continue to-give imporfant data
as to the victims and the defails of the
massacré. In some casés, clothing,
jewelry and other personal belong-
ings found in the grave may be iden-
tified by a surviviig relative.

It is very Aifficult to make a
positive identif ation, even
tensive ante/ mortem |
However, some '

personal identity

cific dental
case of wom
the time of death, the EAFG looks
for fetal bones located over the womb
area of a female skeleton.

where they/ will then screntifically
—This step may last up
to six months. In the case of a
Sodies were
burned and there arg“few skeletons,
the ashes and fragments are sent

away for a more complicated pro-
cedure to & yze the DNA content
of the remains-

Finally, the bones“and remains
are returned to the sGrviving family
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